


Dear Reader,

welcome in this booklet in electronic format which, initially, was supposed to be just 
a fanzine made out of a few pages with basic info on the album...
And, in case you're wondering, our own "Tempi Modesti" is the exact equivalent of 
dear old Clash' "Armagideon Times". It is never wise to leave a good idea unused, 
right? Sometimes we do need to write things instead of just singing them.

Anyway, you're going to find a lot of stuff in here, and we hope you'll dig it.

Enjoy!
The Five Faces



Tempi Modesti
Music Information Bulletin Issue 2, Year 2021

"Modernariato" is out!
The band coming from Genoa releases its fourth full lenght album

“Modernariato” is a compilation 
which the band is releasing in order 
to collect all the material that, for 
one reason or another, has never 
been released on cd, yet.

So it contains previous vynil or 
digital only releases, or studio 
demos poorly recorded but of some 
interest, or live tracks recorded both 
in Italy and UK... it's like when you 
empty the drawers home to see 
what you can find in there!

In a way it's not "the new Five Faces 
record". Actually, there is nothing 
new at all... it's just a way to be with 
the people, like you, who grew fond 
of the band during these years and 
pretending we just met at the pub to 
browse old photo albums together.

You would find nice pics, pics you 
didn't even recall to have shot and 
pics blurred, but quite interesting.. 

Nothing new here, as we said, but a 
lot of relevant things: the music, the 
images, the words. And you. 
The most relevant thing in all this!

The Front Cover is once again a popish art effort by Giorgio. Only, 
this time he did not st..., I mean, borrow the image, but he actually 
arranged it and shot it, filling the living room table with all sort of 
memorabilia from our youth: exactly like the record itself, the cover 
image is a compendium of memories, emotions, bits and pieces of a 
lifetime. Neither good nor bad, just real, authentic. Lived.
On the Back Cover, instead, an amazing interpretation of the band by 
Cristiano Rea, the top Italian New Wave graphic designer of the 80s!

The distribution is planned with dear old (and nearly 
obsolete) cd and all the usual digital platforms such as 
Spotify, Amazon Music, Deezer, Apple Music. You name 
it we got it... just make your call!

The line up is the same since January 2014:
 Gianni Berti – Voice / Rhythm Guitar
                                Raffaele Sanna – Lead Guitar / Voice

Giorgio Lanteri – Bass         Pietro Canepa  Drums 

MODERN BEAT RECORDS
It's the label involved since day one in the production and distribution of the material recorded by 
The Five Faces, independently or jointly with partners such as Toast Records and Aua Records.
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THE SONGS
TRACK 1:
BUON NATALE (digital only release, 2019)
Music for Peace is a nonprofit organization created by a former disco nights Genoese guv'nor, 
Stefano Rebora. Putting solidarity together with music is not such a rare endeavour, and we can 
immediately recall so many concerts/events when we have not been completely sure about the 
actual final destination of the funds collected. Stefano overcame this grey area with the most 
logical solution: no money to pay for the tickets, but foodstuff, medicines, basic aid goods to pay 
for your own fun donating to someone who is really in need of help, be it in Genoa or in other 
parts of the world. All these commodities are professionally registered and stored in Music for 
Peace premises waiting to either be distributed to families through the week or stuffed into 
containers, which content is also distributed abroad in person by Stefano and his brave staff, 
traveling to areas of crisis every time a container is shipped. Buon Natale ("Merry Christmas"), the 
Italian version of SX225 “Modern Christmas”, was released as digital only single and donated to 
Music for Peace for using it as a merry jingle at their Charity Village for all the Season festivities.

Gianni

TRACK 2:
MARE (SOTTO QUESTO SOLE) (multitrack demo, 2018)
“Mare” was written on a beach of the Ligurian Riviera, in August, right between an ice cream and 
a dive in the sea, using the pen and paper used for the crosswords, because you've got the 
capture the ideas when they show up, you can't let them go. Originally the lyrics and the mood of 
the song were quite different, somewhere between Power Pop and Smash Mouth, but then in the 
studio (almost) everything changed, due to a candid upbeat guitar experiment and some different 
seaside inspired lyrics which paved the way for the definitive version, danceable and sunny. We 
also enjoyed taking part in our first "acted" video on a beach. Some of us were a bit camera shy 
at the beginning, but by the end of the day of shooting, we were all eager for more scenes. As 
they say, appetite comes with eating...

  Raffaele

TRACK 3:
UN CANTICO PER IL MIO GRIFONE (vinyl 7'', 2018)
The Holy Goddess of Music ruled that all we members of The Five Faces had to be connected 
both for musical analogies and a powerful passion for football, meaning  of course  Genoa 
Cricket and Football Club 1893, the first team in Italy.  It couldn't be otherwise, as we believe that 
music and football are mostly complementary passions. That's what moved us to celebrate our 
way the 125th of the team and its almighty symbol, the Grifone (Griffin). We approached the 
original version of the official and historic anthem written by Maestros Reverberi and 
Campodonico trying to be very respectful and faithful, somehow, to the 1973 version. Utter 
disaster. Then we let attitude run free and we came up with a version which wouldn't sound out of 
place in postRotten Pistols repertoire. This also earnt us a display at the Official Genoa Museum, 
together with all the other artists and musicians devoted to the Red'n'Blues. And we went even 
further. We also donated copies of the limited picture disc release of the single to "Un Cuore 
Grande Così" (A Heart Big Like This), a benefit branch of Genoa fans involved every year to 
organize auctions of rare Genoa memorabilia to raise funds to buy season tickets for 
organizations aiding mental sufferers, orphans, elder, etc.

Gianni
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TRACK 4:
CORRI E VAI (from the EP “TEMPI MODESTI”, 2018)
Originally recorded and released in "SX225" as Run Run Run, dedicated to the heroic enterprises 
of those fellas riding hundreds of miles on a sixties scooter (and actually reaching their 
destination!). Later almost literally translated in Italian, rerecorded and included in "Tempi 
Modesti" (Modest Times, in case you are wondering). It couldn't help but becoming an anthem for 
local scooter clubs and that's also the reason behind us organizing in first person a big event at 
the Crazy Bull venue in Genoa. The mother of all wars: Mods vs Rockers! We recruited our good 
rockabilly friends The Liptones and created a fantasy carnival experience for the night: the two 
bands together on stage, playing triplets of songs alternately (switching lights on and off half of 
the stage would actually put under the spotlights the right band at the right time throught the  
long!  gig). Then a vespa, a greasy bike and a DJ on the stage. Twist and rock dancing schools 
doing all their best moves, a happy crowd and a packed house!

  Gianni

TRACK 5:
COME UN RE (from the EP “TEMPI MODESTI”, 2018)
It's the Italian rerecording of “Ryan Don’t Be Sad” from SX225 album. The lyrics reflect our 
youthful emotions and sensations from back in the days when everything started in the very early 
'80s. In this new version we tried to adopt a sort of crossover of its original naivetè, both musical 
and lyrical, from the Mod Revival days and the current way of writing and composing, obviously 
influenced/affected by the forty years passed in the meantime and the various personal 
experiences we all had in the meantime. But everything with the sole intention of reviving, for both 
us and the listeners, the spirit which pervaded us our young lives

  Raffaele

TRACK 6:
SIAMO NOI (from the EP “TEMPI MODESTI”, 2018)
After the release of the “SX225” album by Detour Records in 2017 we felt the need to be also 
more present on the Italian market, so we decided to rerecord four songs just to see what the 
outcome could be. “Siamo Noi” was  in a way  the herald of this new phase, a manifesto where 
we try to explain why, and for whom, we were doing what we were (and still are) doing. Once 
upon a time it was very easy, I would say natural, to be divided just for different musical tastes, 
and/or for belonging to different subcultures, letting alone the cases when you only wanted to 
send the rivals straight to the hospital. No one was innocent. Nowadays we believe that people 
still sharing values such as certain genres of music, going to gigs/clubs, having a pint at the pub 
chatting about everything and nothing, living football as a religion, is all part of a single wide 
family of survivors from another era, those that we call the Glory Boys. Those who struggle with 
mortgages to pay, wages always too small, everyday problems, but know that they belong to a 
tribe, maybe more varied that in the past, made of friends who feel exactly like them. And like 
you, who are reading now, methinks...

Giorgio

TRACK 7:
IL NOSTRO UNIVERSO (from the EP “TEMPI MODESTI”, 2018)
It's the Italian rerecording of “Mods Mayday”, one of the songs of the original lineup of the band, 
lately rearranged and rerecorded and included in the SX225 album. We tried not to forget where 
we come from, but also tried to show where we wanted to be going. A journey we travel in day by 
day, song by song in the studio, looking ahead but never forgetting the past. Everything changes, 
nothing disappears.

Raffaele

6



TRACK 8:
MY SHARONA (taken from “NOT THE KNACK” double cd compilation, 2017)
In 2017 we got the invitation to take part in this tribute compilation to The Knack from the 
Australian label Zero Hour Records, world renowned for its excellent Power Pop catalogue. We 
obviously aimed immediately at the juicer target, managing to get assigned this all time hit, and 
we delivered a quite honourable version, although we ended up to be affected by what we call 
"the Mona Lisa paradox", meaning that at the end of the day it's a completely useless, if not even 
harmful, exercise trying to "repaint" a super classic, where every millimeter represents tradition 
and perfectness. To be noted that the version included in "Modernariato" is faster than the original 
compilation's, which was exactly as fast as the original but, in 2017 and for our adrenalinic 
standards, was now sounding a bit too laid back...

Giorgio

TRACK 9:
ON OUR WAY TO GENOA (CD single, 2021)
This is a song which was proposed to us by our good friend Alan May (read more about him later) 
while we were already working on 2022 album, as he composed some nice lyrics and an "under
theshower" melody which he wanted us to convert into a complete song. His original plan was 
just to have us taking full care of the song, but as I am very evil I convinced him (it didn't take 
much, actually...) to sing it, as he was the legitimate author.
So, with a frantic to and fro of mp3 files recorded in his radio studio and in our own studio, we 
managed to fit his vocals, recorded in the UK, over the backing track, transcribed by Raffaele 
from the melody and recorded by all of us in Genova. We are very fond of this song, and it makes 
us feel very privileged to share it with a good mate like Alan.
Mind you, it may not remain a single episode... stay tuned! 

Giorgio

TRACK 10:
ONLY YOU (Bside of "On Our Way to Genoa" CD single, 2021)
This one, in a way, represents the passing of the border line between my original production in 
English and the one in Italian. It was originally written in English, but then when we came to the 
recording stage we realized we wanted it in Italian, and so it became "Simile" and got released in 
Meali. This is a complete remix and remaster, with brand new vocal track with the original lyrics. It 
carries a message of never letting yourself down, take your life in your hands and overcome all 
the odds. A message we find now very relevant to the days we are living in...

Gianni

TRACK 11:
HOW DOES IT FEEL TO FEEL (Demo)
Excellent demo version of this classic by The Creation, definitely one of my favourite bands of the 
Mod golden age of the Sixties along with Small Faces and Action. This song has been also used 
countless times as opener for our gigs especially in our earlier period, as we feel it's an excellent 
way to break the ice and get the people's attention right from the start. This recording has aged 
very graciously without losing an ounce of its charme, and I must say it sounds really, really nice!

Pietro
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TRACK 12:
LSD FLASH (Live, Teatro La Claque, Genova, April 6th 2019)
This one is part of a set list of very early Italian punk classics that we had prepared to be together 
with the journalist Diego Curcio and the music writer Stefano Gilardino in the official presentation 
of his latest book “Quaderno del Punk Italiano” (Italian Punk Scrapbook). We organized all the 
stage setting, transforming it in a sort of suburba tavern ("osteria"), with white and red tableclots, 
bottles of wine, etc. The set list included songs by Italian heroes such as Gaznevada, Skiantos, 
Kaos Rock, Kandeggina Gang, Dirty Actions, Sorella Maldestra, Johnson Righeira and the band 
Decibel (whose lead singer was now famous mainstream singer Enrico Ruggeri), from which we 
selected this song from their first album (aptly named "Punk"). We really dig this song so much 
that it never went out of our live set anymore since then.

Giorgio

TRACK 13:
ME AND THE FARMER (Live, Teatro Altrove, Genova, March 25th 2017)
This Housemartins cover has not been selected casually or just because we like it, but there is a 
relevant reason behind. In January 2017 we did a mini tour in the UK (again) and one of the dates 
was Hull, headquarter of the Housemartins. We then thought it was a nice idea to greet the local 
audience and to give tribute to the local heroes with our cover of this song, which was indeed 
much appreciated by all. This recording was done, instead, a bit later in Genova at the "T.I.M.E. 
The Italian Mods Experience" event, where we also shared the stage with Oskar and Naska from 
Statuto and the band The Coys.

Gianni

TRACK 14:
ENGLISH ROSE (Live, Teatro Altrove, Genova, May 21st 2015)
Back in 2015 our friend, journalist, writer and musican Antonio Bacciocchi wrote a book on Paul 
Weller called "The Changing Man" (“L’Uomo Cangiante”) and he had organized a sort of tour of 
venues such as book shops, coffee shops and small and intimate venues to present it, together 
with our other good friend Alex Loggia (former Statuto guitarist), alternating Tony's tales about the 
Modfather with Alex's acoustic samples of his discography. When it came the time to come to 
Genova, though, Alex had another commitment booked, so Tony asked us to substitute him. Time 
was really tight, and the novelty of having to deal with a semi acoustic set was an added, but very 
stimulating, challenge. And we do like challenges. This very mellow English Rose forced me to 
deal with atmosphere quite alien from my standards (e.g. feeling quite lost without the support of 
my trusty electric guitar!) so I decided, at least, to hang on to a shaker to get some self produced 
accompaniment here and there. The recording was done with a little Tascam laid just onto the 
mixing desk, so you can hear quite clearly as well the chit chat of nearer audience members!

Gianni
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TRACK 15:
TAINTED LOVE (Live, Essex Arms, Brentwood, UK, January 20th 2017)
Well, here we can't certainly say this is an "obscure gem", as this song has been coverized by a 
plethora of artists (Soft Cell first and foremost, to us!). It belongs to the very first set of songs we 
built our earlierset lists with, and it rarely got out of the list since then. We actually tried to refer to 
the original Gloria Jones recording, trying to add just a pinch of our touch. It gets people dancing, 
singing and having a good time, so that's what matters to us!

Pietro

TRACK 16:
THE GLORY BOY MOD RADIO SHOW (Radio Jingle, 2021)
This is nothing but a little something we did for pure fun one night in our studio... a jingle (actually, 
two, which we joined together here) for our friend Alan May's radio show, broadcasting every 
sunday evening from 6 Towns Radio UK in FM and, of course, streaming it via Internet, too.
There is a first part where we kinda take the piss out of Pink Floyd's "Arnold Layne" (written by 
the great Syd Barrett, of course) and a second part where we introduce the show in our typical 
serious Five Faces mood.
It look and felt, to us, like a well owed tribute to a guy who always supported us, and still does it, 
making us proud with his sincere friendship.

Pietro
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THE IDENTIKITS

Let's get to know better the four members of the band, each with his personality, his 
moods, his talkativeness (or not..), his tastes, his preferences, the things he hates, 
and so on...
In the following pages you'll find some questions to which everyone decided to reply 
his own way.
Let's see how...
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Gianni
Born in: Novara, Italy

Birthday: 23 October

Zodiac Sign: Scorpio

Do you Believe in Horoscopes, etc: I don't 
believe that stars/horoscopes can provide actual 
forecasts on your life, but I believe that Human 
Design discipline can provide a specific 
knowledge of the mechanics if every single 
individual, and I find this quite amazing! 

Sports (Active): Ju Jitsu, Squash, Sailing, 
Football

Sports (Most liked): Sailing, Formula 1 Racing, 
Football

Fave Football Team: Genoa Cricket and Football 
Club 1893

Favourite Food: stuffed pasta of all kinds, I have Bolognese blood, so I love the Tortellini in 
broth, but I have grown up as a Ligurian, so I love Trenette or Trofie with Pesto, or chestnut 
sauce Pansoti. I love roasted veal, roastbeef, tripes and tongue in green sauce. Freshly fished 
fish (not frozen), seafood, oysters (only Normandy's though!). I like sushi and chinese food. I 
can't stand very hot food as it kills my capacity to enjoy tastes. I do like to enjoy tastes and fine 
food. I'm all up for quality, not quantity. But I can't stand star studded chefs.
 
Favourite Non Alcoholic Drink: do they make non alcoholic drinks? Really?

Favourite Alcoholic Drink: Negroni as cocktail hour starter, Alexander after 11 pm e 
Barracuda any time (but nobody can do it right!), my heroes are mythical barmen Cuppari 
father and son. I am a fan of good Italian and French wine. I drink both red and white, as long 
as they are of good enough quality. I like Ligurian red wines Granaccia and Ormeasco and 
those from Valle d'Aosta, Torrette and Fumin. White wines are fine to me, but not too chilled. 
Falanghina, Pigato and the fruity ones from Alsatia and Trentino. Among the bubbly sparkling 
ones, give me a Valdobbiadene everyday, but the King remains Champagne!

What Do you Watch on TV: What is TV? Oh yes, that black box that, when switched on 
shoots bullshit all around! Jokes apart, I use it only to watch movies and concerts. Nothing else 
worth it over there...

Favourite Types of Movies/TV Series: I like French and Italian movies (not those Festive 
Season Italian trash comedies, though), I love old 50's and 60's movies and Italian police flicks 
from the 70s. Mostly thrilles and crime stories. Music movies, especially Beatles' and The 
Who's. And The Commitments!

Gianni
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